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The  season that refuses to end 

Last month this section of the newsletter was headed 'This surreal season is coming to an end' and now, as autumn starts to bite and the days grow shorter, it has still not finished 


The 1st Xl's second victory over Beckenham in 2020, this time in the T20 format and in the quarter-finals of the Kent League's Cup competition, saw them drawn at home against Bexley in the semi-finals on September 19th – reports of both games follow later in this edition 

However, with the square roped off and the goal-posts in position at Hayes, an alternative venue had to be found and our good friends at Bromley Common stepped up to the mark and agreed to stage the game and a large crowd - albeit observing social distancing - saw us get revenge over Bexley for our defeat in the longer game just three weeks earlier to set up a final against Tunbridge Wells, which will now be played next May so, having beaten the 2019 Premier Division champions - twice - and the runners-up we now have a chance to defeat the side that finished third!

To make our semi-final triumph an even more memorable week-end, the following day Shehan Sivaranjan made his debut for the Kent County academy 

Meanwhile, and at the other end of the age spectrum, Dad Siva and Doug Forbes have been joined by Sanath Dandeniya and Wayne Crosland in the Kent Over 50s squad 


A photograph of our triumphant side appears later in this edition and apologies for my inability to cope with this in a more professional manner 

My thanks to Derek and Linda Seston, who answered my calls for contributions to this newsletter and explain the joys of supporting the OWCC, to Barrie Frampton, who has produced an end of season colts report, to Dave Welch, who  looks back to a game played in September 1988,  and to Laurence Allen, for his report on the Beckenham T20 game 


I have always been convinced that there is an abundance of writing talent out there and all five of them have proved  just that 

A reminder that our Annual General Meeting will be held on:

Thursday October  29th  -  8-00  p.m at the Clubhouse,  Hayes 


However, and because of the current coronavirus regulations, which may have changed yet again by the time of the event, only 36 people will be able to attend in person – this is not as restrictive as it might initially sound as there were only 25 in attendance last year – whilst you can also join via Zoom; more details to follow in due course 


Returning to  coronavirus we are all aware that it  is still with us but life goes on and the OWs have adapted to it,  but please be aware of the rules and regulations if you visit Hayes during the winter months where you will be able to see one, or more, of our eight football sides on a Saturday whilst Sundays is a day of great contrasts, featuring as it does over 20 junior sides and our Vets and Super-Vets temas, the qualification for the latter being that the total age of the side should add up to at least 500 – and they have already won a trophy! 

This newsletter will continue to be produced during the winter months, but not so regularly 




Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 


07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Lawrence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Alex Forbes




07855 273218  (Mobile) 




Email: Alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Welfare Officers
Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


and

Marie-Anne Brown



Email: Marie-Anne-Brown@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Lawrence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Doug Forbes 




07768 713795  (M)



Email:  doug.forbes@outlook.com
3rd Xl: 

Josh Holland     



Email: hollandiam26@gmail.com

07494400621  (M)
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Velsen Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 




Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
T20


Velsen Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 



Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjumior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
Barrie Frampton reviews the Colts season

After three months of not knowing whether we were going to have a 2020 Colts cricket season, it was both a relief and a joy to get the green light for Colts matches between July and the end of August.


Thanks to the urgency and hard work of Paul Matthews, six weeks worth of fixtures were organised with other local clubs for our three main Colts age groups – U11s, U13s and U15s. A solitary fixture was arranged late on for the U17s, but, sadly, the weather had other ideas. 


I want to stress that, for this unprecedented “season”, getting these matches to happen, getting training sessions delivered and getting our youngest players playing and enjoying cricket again was the number one priority. I firmly believe that we achieved this and then some. 


Across the three age groups above, we were able to give over 50 Colts the chance to play in matches. 


The coaching programme, organised and run by Jon Rodda and his coaching team, which this year extended to non-OWCC coaches delivering master classes, was superb. Jon started coaching sessions as soon as he was permitted and continued to offer opportunities right up until the end of September. For his tireless efforts, Jon should be applauded. 


But rather than take my word for it, here’s an example of the feedback posted on the U13s Parents’ WhatsApp group: “Thanks for all of your commitments. Both our boys have loved the cricket games over the summer, and we’ve been impressed with the quality of the training. Looking forward to carrying this on in the coming months and years”.


We are, of course, aware that the Colts’ playing performances and team results could have been better, but in the big scheme of things,  these were much lower down in terms of importance. We should also remember that the majority of Colts matches this year were played against clubs who would have been in higher league divisions than OWCC had it been a regular season. I have every confidence that the game and coaching time that our Colts have been able to get under their belt this season will lead to improved performance next year. 


It has also been pleasing to see that several Colts have played senior cricket this season, including a few debutants. I would be very interested to hear feedback from the relevant senior captains on how these players have fared so that Jon, the coaches and I can support their continued development. 


Lastly, I would like to extend thanks to Margo and Marie-Anne, who have kept the Colts section on the right side of all Covid-19-related guidance, so that we delivered all the above in the safest way possible.








Barrie Frampton 
A  View From The Boundary  - with apologies to Test Match Special 



Paraphrasing the saying, “If you can’t do, teach”, so it becomes  “if you can’t play, watch”, for a number of years we have been lucky enough to watch our son, Daniel,  since he was eight play a multitude of cricket matches for Old Wilsonians. It can only be described as wonderful, despite long journeys and nefarious weather.


 We have seen wins and losses, despair and elation and incredible feats in the field. We have been lucky to see so much. Why are we there? Obviously to watch our son, but then something wonderful happens. You become involved with the back stories of the team players. How is the season going? 

Of particular interest are matches against local rivals, the team ethic, working so hard to achieve their best. Some highlights, (sorry, can only mention a few) Alex Forbes coming in at No 11 and scoring 50+ to win the match;  ‘Jenks’ taking 8 for 23 and winning the match with 9 men! ‘Sully’s’ dream like success on debut for the 1sts – no  ‘Sully’ it wasn’t a dream. It is  a privilege to see these events and we are sure the players are pleased to have their deeds witnessed by others who are not  teammates. We certainly are!


 Despite the relatively few years (11) that we have been spectators at the club, we have watched youngsters flourish and players develop. What a great place to grow up in, surrounded by good people, This really focuses the mind on how much we owe the club and the people that make all of this possible. The tireless work of umpires, scorers, coaches, captains and so many others, These good people give so much but receive scant recognition. The club exists because of these torchbearers, so ‘Thank you’.

So, if you see us wandering around the boundary or exploring an away ground, please remember, we cannot  believe our good fortune at being part of such a wonderful club; an exceptional club with exceptional people and here’s to next season, we cannot wait!!    Derek and Linda Seston
STATS CORNER    - Dave Welch looks back to 1988 and an an exciting match  at Eltham 

Last time we looked at some stats for the younger generation, marking the progress of Syd Sherlock and Dan Seston in their ongoing accumulation of runs for the Development team, 

For this month’s newsletter I thought we might focus on a great game from time gone by and have selected a late season contest from 1988, a  1st Xl fixture against Old Shootershillians. 

James Pay and Neil Treacher opened the batting and progressed serenely on to 41 before ‘Treach’ (12) had his stumps rattled, Mike Kendrick followed for a duck and Paul Dowler for just 2 as the OWs slumped to 50 for 3. 


Andy Gould started the recovery with 10, but when James Pay departed for 67,  with the score on just 109,  it looked bad and got worse, much worse. Karim Mir  added just 1, Doug Forbes got a duck and the other set batsman,  Nick Bier, went for 14 and we had lost 4 wickets for 2 runs and were   staring down the barrel at 111 for 8.
Simon Elliott (10) and Steve Press (17n.o)) put on 33 but Alex Forbes could only muster 2 to end the innings on 146. 

‘The Shooters’ lost one of their openers to Doug for 12, but the next wicket put on 73 with neither Doug nor Simon Elliott able to make further inroads. Alex entered the attack and got the other opener to make it 94 for 2 and when Karim removed the number 3 for 69,  22 runs later,  the game looked all but done, just 31 needed with 7 wickets left. They put on 10 more and then Doug ripped out the middle order and with 4, 5 and 7 gone quickly, it meant that they needed just 14 to win with 4 wickets left. 

Overs were no issue for the opposition and by now Karim had rejoined Doug in the attack but when his 10th over went for three successive boundaries and a single the scores were tied. Doug came in for his 13th over and bowled a wicket maiden, castling the stubborn number 6 for 15 – over to Karim for a nervy dot – followed by a swing and a miss and some fast work from Steve Press removed the bails with the batsman out of his ground…………The batsmen skittish now and on the final ball of the over the bails go flying again – a double wicket maiden!!! Doug again – can he take the last man……

No, but he does not  concede a run either – Karim bowls a dot and then the last man chips the ball  to James Pay who holds on to finish the game as a tie,  the last four wickets falling with the scores level.









Dave Welch 
Match details:   OWs  146 all out  -  James Pay  67.T. Richardson (Shootershillians 4 for 31)
Old Shootershillians  146 all out -  C.Green 69  Doug Forbes, 5 for 35, Karim Mir, 3 for 47 
Editor’s footnote: Thanks Dave – good to see that James Pay was amongst the runs but he was probably best remembered for running out four of his team mates, or was it five – Jim Matthews will remember – at an away game at Beverley 
THRILLING VICTORY AT FOXGROVE ROAD  Beckenham 129 for 4 Old Wilsonians 132 for 6


Having lost the toss on a warm and sunny afternoon, Old Wilsonians took the field in confident mood having beaten the hosts in a league match at the same ground a few weeks earlier. 

With a crowd approaching 200 people watching, the  first over proved eventful with a dropped catch off the first ball and the opening batsman, Alex Senn,  also struggling to dispatch subsequent full toss deliveries. Timing proved to be challenging throughout the innings (top scorer Finnan Bryan with 48 in 18 overs), coupled with solid line and decent length from the OW bowlers on a pitch that was slow and also taking turn early on. Wickets proved hard to come by, but restricting Beckenham to 129 for 4  was a courageous effort,  with James Fear (35) and Johan Malcolm (21) helping them up to that score. 


The reply got off to a flying start as Jon Rodda (43) and Sanath Dandeniya (41) took the attack to Beckenham,  hitting boundaries with relative ease and their opening partnership of 70,  at around 8 an over, set OWs well on the way to the 130 target. 

However, once Beckenham’s spinners got into the action, they managed to wrestle some control back and Mudit Dayal’s leg spin (2 for 34) proved challenging as did a tight spell from Johan Malcolm (1 for 20). The away fans were getting nervous and with only a few runs needed from the final two overs, Cameron Jones swatted a six over mid wicket and then smashed a four through extra cover in the last over to get OWS through to the Kent Cup semi final for the first time in their history.











 Laurence Allen
Dandeniya  Rodda.J (Syd)Sherlock Scott Pryor Mitchell Jones Ranjan Ellicott-White Bettridge Sivaranjan 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY TO……A CUP FINAL      Old Wilsonians  171  for 7    Bexley  160  for  7 


Having beaten our rabbits, Beckenham, the week before in the quarter-finals of the League’s T20 cup competion – see Laurence Allen’s excellent report of the game above  – the side took on Bexley in the semi-final, a team who had beaten us   three  weeks ago in the longer version of the game 


We were drawn at home but because the goal-posts were now in evidence at Hayes we had to switch the game to Bromley Common’s ground and our sincere thanks to them for agreeing to stage the event which they did very professionally from the outset, as is illustrated by the following example 


On arrival at the ground I was met by a young lady who asked me for my name – not many young ladies do that – took my temperature and informed me that I was fit  – not many young women  say that – and advised me that,  should the ball come towards me at any time during the afternoon,  I should not dive full length and catch it; she had obviously seen me play but was gratified when I said that, on this occasion, and following her instructions, I would resist any such opportunity 


Cricket is as much a mental game as a physical one and it was obvious from the very first over that our mind-set was superior to that of Bexley as Matt Golding and Jon Rodda immediately displayed their intentions and got us off to a fine start. By contrast there was little evidence of enthusiasm from our opponents, with the team’s support for their bowlers minimal and good fielding, which was in evidence, not given the credit it deserved and our openers had put on 62 before Matt perished to a well-taken catch for 32 


Matt Abbett and Jon then more than doubled the score before the former departed to a well-judged catch at short third man for 38 and when Jon followed 20 runs later for 62, we were 145 for 3 


The T20 game is not designed for players who like to build an innings and those who come in when quick runs are needed are on a hiding to nothing , and Bexley took full advantage of this situation by taking a further four wickets and our innings ended at 171 for 7 


As already mentioned we had played Bexley three weeks earlier when they had scored 269 for 3 from 40 overs and their side today showed only one change – the opener who had been out first ball! 

History was not to repeat itself this time although his replacement had made only 3 when he fell to a fine catch at extra cover by Matt Abbett to give us a great start. Even before that wicket the mind-set – the mental approach again – between the two sides had been in evidence right from the first ball, with all 11  of our players applauding and encouraging his team mates and, gradually,  we made inroads into the Bexley innings with players being dismissed for  10 – 67 in the first game  - 44  - 138 in the first game and 56 – 47 not out in the first game; ok, that one was close 


As the game progressed the crowd, mainly from the OWs and a few neutrals, who seemed to be unashamedly supporting the boys in yellow, became increasingly nervous but, in all honesty, there was never much doubt as to who the winning side would be. Bexley were never really up with the run rate and although we bowled the occasional bad ball, and there was the occasional blip in the field,  these were quickly forgotten, we kept our nerve and the spoils were ours. So how did our heroes perform?

Matt Golding  -  Good to see him back and he simply reminded us of how good a player he is and  his return to the 1st Xl next year must make us one of the favourites for promotion 


Jon Rodda  -  As already reported in these columns has had a magnificent season – would certainly be my ‘Player of the Year’ -  and today showed he is as adept at the short game as the long 


Matt Abbett  - T20 cricket is probably designed for him and he did not let us down. Also held a fine catch at the start of the Bexley innings to give us the initiative 


Syd Sherlock  - One of those who was required to make haste, with the bat, so not allowed the time he likes, and needs, in the middle but the epitome of the high standard of fielding required in T20 cricket 

Michael Mitchell  -  A natural born leader and does more than anyone to ensure that the high level of support and enthusiasm in the field is maintained for “every ball,” as he insists. Like Matt held an important catch to dismiss a player who could have caused us all sorts of problems 

Louis Pryor -  Another batsman asked to play what is probably not his natural game but as enthusiastic as he has been all season 


Cameron Jones   -  A player who does like the challenge of scoring quickly at the death of an innings – see also his ‘6’ against Beckenham last week - was in his element and also kept admirably 


Siva Ranjan -  Perhaps a little cruel to send him in right at the end and make him attempt a second run from the last ball of the innings! Took 2 for 27 against the side who were runners-up in the Premier Division; not bad for a man who usually plays in our 2nd Xl and also for the Kent over 50s league side – sorry to reveal your age, Siva 

Dave Ellicott-White  - On the face of it perhaps not ideally suited to T20 cricket but a good bowler is a good bowler in any format of the game,  and his figures bear comparison with that of the other bowlers 

Elliot Bettridge  -  Our most successful bowler and finished with 3 for 31,  and although  he bowled one awful ball – a no ball that was hit for 6 – recovered immediately to such an extent that the next ball, a free hit, was a dot ball 


Shehan Sivaranjan  -  A quiet game in that he did not bat and only bowled one over but took a stunning catch,  having seen the ball sail inches over his head the ball before 


Jasper Gundry-White  -  Looked particularly dapper on this occasion, as was also the case with his fellow umpire, Phil Barton, both of whom went about their business in a totally professional way 

And thanks to Jasper for umpiring for the 1’s throughout this difficult season 

Jane Abbett  -  The epitome of calmness and coped with the weekly abuses that scorers encounter – e..g people walking in front of her – with aplomb and the modicum of bad language 

Also interesting to note that Bexley needed two scorers to our one 


So we are on our way to a Cup Final, against Tunbridge Wells, who beat Broadstairs in the other semi-final,  with the game to be played next May  on a neutral ground when, hopefully, some of the coronavirus restrictions will be lifted and the crowd will be even bigger than this one 

Thanks again to Bromley Common for staging this event – they even swept and re-marked the wicket between innings – whilst one of their number was heard to remark 
“There are more supporters at this game than there were for this year’s Test matches” 


A photograph of the winning side appears on the next page and apologies again for the fact that I have not cropped it properly . What I really need is a Picture(s) editor. Any volunteers? 

[image: image1.jpg]



Our match winning team  
Elliot Bettridge, Shehan Sivaranjan. Louis Pryor, Matt Abbett, Dave Ellicott-White, Matt Golding – back row 

Siva Ranjan, Cameron Jones, Michael Mitchell (captain) Jon Rodda, Syd Sherlock – front tow 
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